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ZONTA CLUB PRESENTATION DINNER 

Statement 
HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.44 pm]: This evening I rise to speak about a function that I 
attended in my electorate on Wednesday, 4 August. It was the Zonta Club of Perth Northern Suburbs Young 
Women in Public Affairs Award presentation dinner. For members who may not know what Zonta is, let me 
enlighten them. Zonta International is a global organisation of executives and professionals working together to 
advance the status of women worldwide through service and advocacy. Zonta International was founded in 1919 
in Buffalo, New York State, USA. The name “Zonta” is derived from a Lakota Sioux Indian word meaning 
“honest and trustworthy”. What better way to describe women than honest and trustworthy? Worldwide there are 
more than 33 000 members in 67 countries. 

The mission statement of Zonta is fantastic. It states — 

Zonta International envisions a future in which women’s rights are recognised as human rights and 
every woman is able to achieve her full potential. 

In such a world, every woman is literate and has access to education, health care, legal and economic 
resources on an equal basis with men. 

In such a world, no woman lives in fear of violence. 

I am sure honourable members on both sides of this house would agree with those sentiments. Zonta is a 
fantastic organisation that is well worthy of support from women throughout Australia and worldwide. 

Here in Western Australia the district projects that Zonta is involved in are Zonta birthing kits, which provide for 
a clean and safe birthing environment for women without access to professional medical care; Zonta breast 
cushions, which provide comfort to women in the post-operative stage of breast cancer treatment; and the Yarri 
Wada Puppet Project, which is the brainchild of senior law women from the Kimberley region of WA, their 
purpose being to use their strengths of art and storytelling to help guide their communities in regaining pride and 
respect. 

On 4 August, along with one of my colleagues from the North Metropolitan Region, Hon Michael Mischin, I 
attended that evening function. As I said, the purpose was the Young Women in Public Affairs Award 
presentation dinner. The director of Area 3 of Zonta International District 23 was Leanne Sultan, who I sat with; 
and the president of that branch is Jean Wyder. The master of ceremonies for the evening was the Right 
Reverend Bishop Kay Goldsworthy, who, as most members would know, was the first female consecrated 
Anglican bishop in Australia. It was wonderful to be there with Kay. I also attended the function last year when 
Kay was the MC. 

Hon Donna Faragher: She married us! 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: And she married Hon Donna Faragher and husband Scott! 

Hon Simon O’Brien: I presume you meant she officiated!  

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: I do not think we are talking about any ménage à trois there, honourable member; I can 
assure you of that! I digress. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: Hon Donna Faragher should be very proud of the fact that Bishop Kay Goldsworthy 
officiated at her wedding ceremony. She is a wonderful woman and a very hardworking woman of the Anglican 
Church. She is the mother of twins who are, I think, now 15 years old. She was the MC for the evening, and the 
guest speaker was Dr Demelza Ireland, who was the 1996 winner of the award; also a very hardworking young 
mother who works at the University of Western Australia School of Biomedical, Biomolecular and Chemical 
Sciences doing some fantastic research into a new use for tea-tree oil in the reduction of tumours. She was telling 
us about the work that she is involved in, which is fantastic. 

The finalists for this year were Tennielle Carroll from John Septimus Roe Anglican Community School in the 
East Metropolitan Region; Rachel Martial from Mater Dei College, Edgewater, which is one of the Catholic 
schools in the North Metropolitan Region; and Rosalinda Wren from Churchlands Senior High School, which I 
am very proud to say is my old school. It was really wonderful to be there to listen to these young women 
speaking about the topic that was given to them, which was where do they see themselves in the future. Just 
listening to these three young women, who are all in year 12, talk about what is in their future was really 
inspiring for all of us who were there. Unfortunately, none of them said that she aspired to enter into politics, but 
perhaps sooner or later along their life’s journey they will make that commitment, because I am sure that they 
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would make wonderful additions to our house. I was very pleased to see that this year’s winner was Rosalinda 
Wren, from my old school, so it was fantastic that I was there for that event. 

I just want to take this opportunity to congratulate Zonta for the wonderful work that it does throughout Western 
Australia and Australia and in other projects that it is doing around the world. We should all be very proud of its 
commitment to volunteerism, volunteer leadership achievements and its dedication to the advancement of the 
status of women. I will certainly be supportive of everything that it may do in the future. I thank honourable 
members for their time this evening and encourage any of them who may be invited to future events through 
Zonta to attend. Women and men members of this house would be welcomed by Zonta, so I would certainly 
encourage all members to do that. 
 


